54                    EUROPE LOOKS AT INDIA

be certain to find at least fragments for which he will
surely look in vain in Europe.'*

In Friedrich Schlegel, however, we find more than
the purely visionary and romantic attitude towards India.
He like many of his contemporaries belongs to a group
of disillusioned scholars and poets, who after the first
youthful enthusiasm for all things Indian realized the
fundamental conflict which from now on will characte-
rize the attitude of many a Western intellectual towards
India. For as long as India remained a wish-fulfilment
only, the 'reality* of human life was bound to des-
troy it sooner or later. Reason and commonsense always
seemed to interfere; the result was a dualism in the mind
of more than one great Romantic, the realization of the
discrepancy between appearance and reality. Whenever
they came to know what the Veal* India was like, their
reason revolted, and scepticism took the place of their for-
mer enthusiasm* After having written his book bn^ 'The
Language'and Wisdom of the Indians', Schlegel went
over to the Roman Catholic Church, and twenty years
after the first appearance of his book he exclaims: 'As a
whole, the occidental mind guards itself against all the
abuses of mysticism by its nature of moderation and syn-
thesis, its more varied intellectual culture, and most of all
by the purer light of truth perceived in its entirety, a mys-
ticism which in India, not only theoretically but also even
in practice and application, is led to extremes that trans-
cend all the limits of human knowledge, and even by far
surpasses the limits of all possibility or what one considers
to be possible/f

* Quoted in P, Th. Hoffmann, op. cit,, p, 77.
f F. Scblegcl:   Tb Philosophy   of  History,   1828.   Quoted in
P. Th. Hoffmann, op. cit., p. 78.